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Dear Friends,  

 

In 2014  we kicked-off the Haitian-American Community Phi-

lanthropy Campaign, a project aimed at recognizing the 

transformative and powerful impact of community philan-

thropy.  The campaign’s slogan is “Haitian-American Philan-

thropy begins with me and you!”  An integral part of this cam-

paign is the acknowledgement of those who give and the dif-

ferent forms of giving throughout the Haitian Diaspora.   Thus, 

The Red and Blue Book of Philanthropy, whose first edition co-

incides with our 15th anniversary.   

 

The Red and Blue Book of Philanthropy is also a celebration of 

those who have contributed to the bright journey of the Hai-

tian community and especially to those who have supported 

Sant La. Funders, sponsors, event donors, client donors, all, The 

Red and Blue Book of Philanthropy is our thank you for your 

generosity, time, compassion and vision. 

 

It is our hope that the publication will document and track the 

engagement of the Haitian community in Philanthropy, an en-

gagement that will continue to grow impressively with your 

support and participation.  

 

On behalf of the entire team, I Thank You for your commit-

ment to our mission.   

 

Forever Sant La,  

 

Gepsie  M. Métellus      

Executive Director      
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The Face of Haitian-American Philanthropy 
 

Less than 50 years ago (circa 1977),  Haitian “boat people” settled in 

South Florida, creating diverse, vibrant and culturally rich communities 

throughout Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach Counties. The Hai-

tian population of South Florida is estimated at about 400,000, accord-

ing to a 2014 Migration Policy Institute report. Haitian enclaves 

throughout South Florida have evolved into more complex landscapes 

where assimilation into mainstream culture has intersected with delib-

erate attempts to retain and nurture the cultural identity of the home-

land. Haitian-Americans are also fully integrating into South Florida’s 

cultural mosaic, demonstrating a voracious appetite for greater civic 

participation. This trend is evidenced by the number of Haitian-

Americans elected to local and statewide political office; the number 

of Haitian-Americans who are civically active and serving on main-

stream boards; Haitian-Americans building faith and educational insti-

tutions; Haitian-Americans strengthening and widening media net-

works, including wide-ranging radio, television and social media out-

lets; and Haitian-American entrepreneurs engaged in the evolving  

information technology and biotech sectors.   

 

South Florida’s Haitian-American community enjoys an active civic life 

teeming with multiple organizations. Hometown and student associa-

tions as well as Diaspora coalitions are relevant examples.  Professional 

associations such as: the Haitian American Nurses Association (HANA),  

the Association of Haitian American Social Workers, the Haitian Law-

yers Association (HLA), The Association of Haitian Educators of Dade 

(AHED), the South Florida Chapter of the Association of Haitian Physi-

cians Abroad (AMHE), the National Association of Elected Officials, 

(NAEO), Haitian American Professional Coalition (HAPC),  the Haitian 

Association of Engineers and Scientists (HAES), and the Haitian Ameri-

can Chamber Of Commerce (HACCOFF) are also testaments to the 

community’s active civic life. The community also boasts museums 

and cultural venues, including the Little Haiti Cultural Center, the 

Manno Sanon Soccer Park, the Haitian Museum and Archives and The 

Haitian  Heritage Museum.      

 

Social service organizations  also play a critical role not just in providing 

services but in also helping to create more informed and engaged 

citizens who are called to actively participate in state, local and na-

tional debates.   

   



6 

 

 

As the profile of the community has evolved, the needs identified in 

the early days of settlement have also evolved. Issues of employment 

security, food and health security, educational achievement, domes-

tic violence and human trafficking, juvenile delinquency and immigra-

tion continue to pose major challenges for many Haitian American 

families. For many, the path out of these challenges requires the sup-

port of community-based organizations and churches. Community-

based social service agencies continue to be the source of legitimate 

and trusted information where many in need of support seek guidance 

and assistance. 

  

Any effort to understand the Haitian community of South Florida must 

include an understanding of Haiti’s economic and political conditions. 

With a strong sense of obligation and duty to the families still in Haiti, 

many Haitians and Haitian-Americans continue to send remittances 

home. The plethora of money transfer agencies in South Florida sym-

bolizes the strong bond between Haitian-Americans and the families 

and communities they left behind. The Migration Policy Institute (MPI) 

estimates that the Haitian Diaspora is 954,000 strong and that Haitians 

living abroad are sending over $1 billion dollars in remittances to Haiti 

(MPI: May 2014 Haitian Immigrants in the United States.) The Interna-

tional Development Bank has determined that these remittances rep-

resent over 30 percent of Haiti’s budget. 

 

In addition to supporting relatives and family members through remit-

tances, many Haitians are also community investors. The Jean-Ricot 

Mareus Scholarship Fund is an example of Haitians investing in the 

community. The scholarship covers two years at Miami-Dade College 

for Haitian students who have financial need but are not eligible for 

financial aid.  Other Haitian-Americans have formalized their philan-

thropy by creating charitable organizations to provide support to 

women, children and to remote communities.  Some of these organi-

zations focus on specific geographic areas in Haiti. For example,  Man-

dodo Foundation, created by Ed and Jeff Lozama to honor the legacy 

of their late mother, focuses  on Southern Haiti.  Little Flowers Founda-

tion and Haiti Cherie Heritage Foundation work in Petit-Goave and 

Grand-Goave respectively,  focusing on education. Children in Cayes-

Jacmel and Jacmel benefit from the philanthropy of Bobby and 

Tamara Philippeaux, who organize annual distributions of school sup-

plies and holiday gifts. The Lambi Fund of Haiti is a philanthropic initia-

tive of a group of Haitian Americans who wanted to support develop-

ment in Haiti’s rural communities.   
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PRODEV is a Haitian-led  foundation, dedicated to providing educa-

tion for  under-privileged children in Haiti.  A Day with Santa is an ini-

tiative spearheaded by the Beliard Family of Cap-Haitien in an effort 

to provide local children the opportunity to experience the magic of 

Christmas. Many of the professional associations listed previously also 

organize missions to different parts of the country either around 

health, education, housing, agriculture or infrastructure projects.  
  

The earthquake of January 12, 2010 played a critical role in reigniting 

the spirit of philanthropy in South Florida’s Haitian community, par-

ticularly among first generation Haitian-Americans. Many became 

reacquainted with Haiti and felt compelled to get involved. Others 

created their own not-for-profit initiatives focused on alleviating the 

impact of poverty on Haiti’s poor and disenfranchised populations. 

In a 2012 report assessing South Florida organizations’ involvement 

with earthquake survivors, Sant La identified over 100 organizations 

engaged in humanitarian work in Haiti, including faith-based and 

regional associations.   

  

The take away is that philanthropy in our community is also evolving.    

In the past, the community engaged in crisis philanthropy and disas-

ter philanthropy, that is giving in response to appeals addressing a 

crisis, such as refugees in need of help, families in distress or for fu-

neral services or in response to natural disasters in Haiti. Today, Hai-

tian-Americans are increasingly engaging in discretionary philan-

thropy, that is choosing to give because they are invested in the 

work being done, and they have access to the information needed 

to discern a good philanthropic investment from a bad one.   The 

new Notre Dame d’Haiti  Church is a glorious example.  

 

Sant La’s challenge is to harness this spirit of giving and build a 

movement; a movement which will also begin to track charitable 

giving, demonstrating to the world that Haitians and Haitian-

Americans give, have the capacity to give and understand the 

transformative power of their philanthropy.  This annual publication, 

The Red and Blue Book of Philanthropy is a step in the movement-

building process. In each subsequent publication, we will feature  

the good work of organizations  and individuals engaged in philan-

thropy in South Florida, in the cities throughout The United States with 

large or small Haitian enclaves, in Haiti and throughout the Haitian 

Diaspora.     
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  Lessons in Giving 
  By Edwidge Danticat 

 
When I was applying to college in the 1980s, I remember being 

shocked to learn what my parents’ combined income was. Let’s just 

say that it was in the lower five digits, and not enough, it seemed, to 

feed, clothe, and house a family of six.  

 

My father was a cab driver and my mother worked in factories in the 

garment district in Manhattan, where she earned minimum wage. Yet 

you’d never know that, in part, because of their generosity. In addition 

to supporting several families in Haiti—paying school fees, medical bills, 

and financing the occasional wedding and funeral--they contributed 

regularly to my uncle’s church, school, and clinic in Port-au-Prince. All 

of this made my parents seem rich to me, even though I knew I was 

never to speak about it. Whenever my parents practiced what one 

would now call philanthropy, if I ever pointed it out, they would quickly 

shut me down. 

 

My three brothers and I were even ordered to practice giving among 

ourselves. As children, if one of our godparents gave one of us five dol-

lars, we’d all immediately do the math in our heads. The recipient of 

the five dollars would keep two and the other siblings would each get 

one. 

 

My brothers and I also learned from our parents that giving does not 

only involve money. My father, a church deacon, mentored many 

young men in our church. “The best thing you can do for your life is to 

get an education,” he would always tell them, just as he had always 

told us.  

 

All this was done quietly, with no chest pumping, no look at me, no 

look how great and generous I am. People in need have a little bit of 

their dignity chipped off every single day, my father used to say. That’s 

why whenever my parents ever gave anything to anyone, they always 

made it seem as though it was their privilege to do it, and that in ac-

cepting their gifts the person was doing them a favor. 

 

These days, it’s very hard to give the way my parents did. Discreet and 

humble giving can seem like small giving or not giving at all. I will break 

my parents’ rule and share a personal story of giving.  
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After my daughters were born, I asked my mother-in-law what we 

could do in their name for the children in the small southern Haitian 

town where she spends most of her time. She said the children needed 

livestock as a kind of piggy bank, particularly goats. So our family used 

some of the money that had been given to our daughters as babies to 

buy some goats for the children in a school we were supporting.  

 

Each time the goats had kids; they were supposed to be passed on to 

another child. One Christmas when we went back to host a Christmas 

party for the children, some of the children brought their goats for our 

daughters to see. And right then and there, one of the goats gave 

birth. To twins. I saw this then, and still see it now, as a lesson in the du-

ality of giving, the type of giving that is never one sided, but becomes 

a kind of rebirth for both sides.  

 

A few years ago, three days after my uncle lost his wife of fifty-six years, 

we were sitting outside his house in Port-au-Prince when a woman 

walked by and squeezed two gourdes, the equivalent of twenty cents, 

into his palm. This woman was a water seller and it had taken her per-

haps most of the day to earn that amount. 

 

“For the funeral costs,” she told my uncle. 

 

“Mèsi. Mèsi,” my uncle kept thanking her as though he had just re-

ceived a fortune. Getting those two gourdes and other priceless gifts 

he had received from others over the years, is what guided his own 

way of giving, he said. Of course you want to give as much as you can 

manage to give, he said. But the spirit in which you give counts just as 

much as what, or how much, you give. You want to always give just as 

you might want to receive, if the tables were turned. With honor, re-

spect, and humility.  

 

The recipient of a MacArthur Fellowship, Edwidge Danticat is the au-

thor of numerous, critically-acclaimed books, including Claire of the 

Sea Light;  Brother, I’m Dying; Krik? Krak!; The Dew Breaker; and Breath, 

Eyes, Memory. She has been published in The New York Times, The New 

Yorker, and elsewhere. 
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     A Message 

      from Bernard Fils-Aimé 

For many of us, the journey to America transitioned through the Ba-

hamas, where the Haitian migrants generally defined themselves as 

either the Vyewo or the Just-Come. And of course, the underlying 

cultural drivers that determined survival were individual resilience and 

community solidarity. It was expected that a Vyewo would assist and 

facilitate a Just-Come as much as the Just-Come needed to strive to 

survive at first and ultimately become self-sufficient to meet a funda-

mental tenet: Send money home!  
 

Thus grew the concept Vyewo Bare, one who, because of the failure 

to ever show solidarity with those left behind in the home country, 

reaches the end of the rope and returning home is no longer an op-

tion…“li bare!” This is to say that indeed, in our own winsomely unso-

phisticated ways, we are a community of philanthropists!  
 

Today, it is high noon in our communities: overwhelmed parents com-

peting with the streets to raise children; economic despair; violence; 

and a public school system that continues to fail the poor. Philan-

thropy has never been more needed in our communities. However, 

we may have to go beyond this old "philanthropic impulse" that 

leaves untouched the core elements driving this American society 

steeped on extreme inequalities. The growing, prosperous Haitian-

American middle class has a moral obligation to build and sustain 

the organizations that seek to empower young girls on their journey 

to adolescence and adulthood; affirm the rights of urban and farm-

workers for a living (not minimum) wage; expand access to free 

medical care or highly affordable housing for all; and strengthen our 

public schools.  
 

Philanthropy, then, is about solidarity and survival – we must keep 

alive the values that make it not only possible to survive and succeed 

as a community, but more importantly to sustain and institutionalize 

the social infrastructure for continued progress.  The alternative is to 

become “yon Vyewo Bare wi.” 

—--Bernard Fils-Aimé is the President of Trilogy Foundation and a 

Board Member of HELP (Haitian Education & Leadership Program) 
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South Florida  

Professional Associations and  
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South Florida  
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and Social Service Organizations 
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Haiti Environmental Rescue Organization 

Haiti Renewal Alliance 

Haitian-American Leadership Council 

Haitian Americans United for Progress 

Haitian Centers Council 

Haitian Congress to Fortify Haiti 

Haitian Cultural Association 

Haitian Cultural Exchange 

Haitian Solidarity Network of the North East 

International Support Haiti Network 

La Maison d’Haiti, Canada 

Lambi Fund of Haiti 

National Organization for the Advancement of Haitians 

National Haitian American Elected Officials Network 

National Association of Haitian Professionals 

New England Human Rights Organization 

The Haitian American Committee 

The Haitian Diaspora Federation 

The Haitian Roundtable 

Youth and Family Enrichment Services 
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Pierre Toussaint Society:  $1,000-$15,000 

Adras Adolphe 

Anonymous 

Freddy Balsera 

Joanne Bashford, Ed.D. 

Marie Rose Bléus, Ed.D. 

Fedo Boyer 

Linda Britto 

Jules A. Cadet, M.D. 

Marie Addly Cambronne 

Adrien Castera 

Joe Célestin 

Sandra Chèrefrère 

Jean Cherubin 

Manny Chérubin 

Edwidge Danticat 

Liliane Delbor, Ed.D. 

Alix Desulmé 

Jenny Drice, M.D. 

Herby Dorval 

Mary Estime-Irvin 

Joseph Fanfan, M.D. 

Joseph Farina 

Bernard Fils-Aimé 

Maryse Fils-Aimé 

Alex Fouquet 

Debbie Gracia, D.O. 

Josée Grégoire, Ph.D 

Martine Guillaume 

Leonie Hermantin 

Maude Heurtelou 

Calvin Hughes  

Andrew Jean-Charles 

Delpeche Joseph 

Gilles Joseph 

Ronald  C. Joseph, M.D 

Leroy Jones 

Markenzy Lapointe, Esq. 

Sylvester Lukis 

Gérard Métellus 

Jean Monestime 

Guerda Nicholas, Ed. D 

Rodney Noel 

Kathleen Kennedy-Olsen 

Hans Ottinot, Esq. 

Gérard Phillippeaux 

Jean-Robert and  

Tamara Phillippeaux 

André Pierre, Esq. 

Joël H. Poliard, M.D. 

Bertica Rivas 

Herman Rivas 

Claudine Sada 

Sabrina Salomon, Esq. 

Patrick Tardieu 

Fequière Vilsaint 
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The Art of Haitian Gastronomy 

738 NE 125th St, North Miami, FL 33161 (305) 899-2699 
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   Haitian Philanthropy:  
   Why Should Haitians Give?  

   By Leonie Hermantin* 

 
While visiting a Haitian elementary school that served poor children, I 

was strolling in the school yard when I was attracted to a group of four 

7-year-old girls deeply engrossed in conversation. I was captivated by 

one of their classmate’s engaging rendition of a Jean de La Fontaine 

fable, La Cigale et La Fourmi (the Cricket and the Ant).  In this caution-

ary tale about frugality, the ant worked hard all summer, saving, 

scrimping and storing food for the coming winter months while the 

Cricket spent its days singing. When winter came, the Cricket went 

begging for food. The Ant did not share her goods and reminded 

Cricket that since he had been singing all summer he should now 

dance. 

To my great surprise the girls began to discuss the fable, opining that 

the Ant had been too mean, arguing that no one should be allowed 

to starve. When I reminded them that the cricket had not worked all 

summer, they remained adamant that no one should be allowed to 

starve. “We would give him a warning,” they said, “but we would 

never let him starve.” These 7-year-old girls are children for whom scar-

city is not an abstraction. They have known hunger intimately and 

have endured in their short lives seasons of drought, hunger and mal-

nutrition. They remember too well doing without and are already un-

wavering in their beliefs that sharing is the best and only strategy for 

survival in the wake of adversity. 

It has been said by many that as Haitians, philanthropy is not within our 

traditions. Some have argued that our generosity, the alms we give, 

and the tithe we dutifully share are linked exclusively to rituals of faith 

and service; it is not about giving to each other, it is about giving 

thanks to God, the Saints and the Spirits. This unexpected encounter 

on a school yard, in a poor neighborhood, in rural Haiti, clearly belies 

such widely held beliefs.   
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The evidence is clear in rural and urban Haitian communities that 

strategies of mutual support and charity are deeply ingrained in our 

traditions. From the mutual aid strategies called Kes vet,  set up by 

grassroots organizations that come to the assistance of the elderly 

and the sick in their midst, to the traditions of konbit, communities 

would not have survived without mutual support and solidarity. 

Moreover, while we grew up in a country without formal safety nets, 

many of us know that our personal and collective successes were 

made possible by acts of generosity from friends, acquaintances 

and strangers alike. 

Why should Haitians give? We should give because we remember. 

Why should Haitians give? We should give because we must uphold 

our own traditions of giving. Our konbit is about community building, 

about protecting the vulnerable: struggling families, the elderly, vic-

tims of fraud, the unemployed, immigrants in search of direction. We 

should give because we care, because they represent us. We give 

to reward those who have honored our trust, who have not forgot-

ten the weakest and who continue to uphold our traditions of mu-

tual aid and solidarity. 

We are like those little girls on the school ground, offended by pov-

erty and unassailable in our beliefs that our philanthropic largesse 

defines and empowers us as a community. Why should Haitians 

give? Giving is what keeps us strong when the cyclical droughts 

weaken. 

—*Leonie M. Hermantin is a Community Development Consultant 

who works with Haiti based NGO's on projects that provide capacity 

building support in development, sustainable project development,  

Diaspora outreach, and bottom up community driven develop-

ment.  

 



33 

 

                      

  

Where 

your health is our priority 

6464 N Miami Ave, Miami, FL 33150  
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Clients: ($1-$500) 

Jean M. Alexis 

Elonne Aluc 

Noemi Alusma 

Anonymous 

Greny Antoine 

Jean Aspilaire 

Audlerne Aubourg 

Kenold Auguste 

Ilda Barthelemy 

Huguette Bassient 

Ernold Bazile 

Erold Bazile 

Bensen Belfort 

Joseph Belizaire 

Jeannot Bellevue 

Gerard Belot 

Marie Belot 

Marie A. Benoit 

David Berley 

Utilia E. Bernadin 

Emmanuel Berrouet 

Emmanuel Bimbe 

Norma Blanchard 

Theophile Blanchard 

Yolande Blanchard 

Jacques Blaise 

Joseph Bonne-Annee 

Franckel Bosse 

Jocelyne Bottex 

Mireille Boyer 

Elisabeth Brayan 

Eric Brendan 

Beverley Brooks 

Louisma Brown 

Nicolas Calixte 

Paul Calixte 

Thony Casimir 

Wilvine Castil 

Jeannette Catul 

Jean Celestin 

Ginette Celius 

Ena M. Chang 

Milberte Charles 

Raoul Charles 

Josue Charlot 

Angelene Chattergoon 

Capucine Chery 

Joseph O. Cherry 

Flavie Clerisier 

David Clervil 

Marc S. Claude 

Kerline Compere 

Ginette & Beze Coulanges 

Jacnel Dauphin 

Jules Dalge 

Betty E. Delicat 
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Clients: ($1-$500) 
Ruth Delice 

Viola Derazin 

Gerard Derisma 

Jean Desir 

Denice Deshazior 

Marie F. Desir 

Widline Desir 

Yanick Desvarieus 

Marie R. Destinville 

Marie Dieudonne 

Dilacier Dimanche 

Nathan Dolceus 

Edner Dominique 

Paul Donatien 

Anatulie Dorcin 

Maxi Dorcin 

Kateline Dorismond 

Esther B. Dorsainvil 

Jean Marc Dorsainvil 

Jose Dossous 

Barney Dreidstadt 

Dieudonne Drice 

Belizaire Dutrevil 

Ana Cecilia Elizondo  

Theogene Elmier 

Charles Eloisil 

Paulette Esperance 

Rachel Esperance 

Marie Etienne 

Marc A. Evariste 

Anne Faustin 

Alicia Feeny 

Manuel Fermin 

Chantale Fils-Aime 

Wilfridge G. Filus 

Marie A. Fleuridor 

Laurimps Fleuridor 

Duval Fleurinord 

Yvette Fleur Juste 

Edouard Francillon 

Jean Francois 

Magalie Francois 

Victoire Francois 

Timothee Franklin 

Viana Frederic 

Rose Gabriel 

Stephanie Gale 

Louinise Georges 

Bernade Gervais 

Victor & Lucy Golden 

Eva J. Gracia 

Donald Gregoire 

Joseph Guillaume 

Lesta Guillaume 
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Clients:  ($1-$500) 

Marie Guillaume 

Eugene Hebert 

Charles Henry 

Vernelia Henry 

Raymond Hoheb 

Ana DeLa Huerta 

Marie C. Hyppolite 

Denise Ira 

Merrit James 

Hibert Jean 

Marie Jean 

Normil Jean-Auguste 

Marlene Jean-Baptiste 

Andrew Jean-Charles 

Obed Jean-Felix 

Marianne Jean-Jacques 

William Jean-Jacques 

Edouard Jean-Pierre 

Gerard Jean-Pierre 

Julia Jeanty 

Marie Jerome 

Wikenson Jestine 

Denise K. Johnson 

Gesnel Josaphat 

Marie Mere Jose 

Anicet & Rosette-Joseph 

Belizaire Joseph 

Carl Joseph 

Lisiane Jules 

Patricia Julmis 

Ranes Julmis 

Nadia Jupiter 

Rose Andre Jussaint 

Mireille LaFontant 

Onel Laguerre 

Josette Laplante 

Marie Laplante 

Salvatore Latona 

Regine Lefevre 

Marie B. Leger 

Gladis Lesperance 

Theodore Levitt 

Jean Lombard 

Joseph G. Loubeau 

Wilchely Louidor 

Marie Louis 

Marthe Lubin 

Joseph Luc 

Marie Marcellin 

Remy Mardy 

Jean Mary Mathone 

Reynold Mathieu 

Jean Mathurin 

Marie Maurice 
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Clients: ($1-$500) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marie Maurice 

Michelle Merilus 

Darlene Milfort 

Meresier Milien 

Lavila Milsaint 

Meris Mocombe 

Jacques Moise 

Flavie Moltimer 

Erick Mondesir 

Tamara N. Moon 

Christopher L. Mullen 

Guilene Multidor 

Julio C. Munizaga 

Feannine Narcisse 

Wilson Nereus 

Fedeline Olibice 

Kencia Orphe 

Evody Paul 

Josette R. Paul 

Marie Paul 

Herve & Marie Paul 

Dieula Peltro 

Notrelia Perpignon 

Willman Philidor 

Odilia Philogene 

Samuel Pierre 

Calvaire Pierre 

Phania Pierre 

Ulrick Pierre-Louis 

Evenire Pierre-Previl 

Thony Printemps 

Kades Prudent 

Stephanie Romain 

Christian A. Rousseau 

Marie H. Rousseau 

Maude Saintime-Charles 

Mireille Sainvil 

Polini Sanon 

Rosaire Simon 

Yadly St. Fort 

Stephanie St. Louis 

Joseph H. Stocks 

Gregory Stone 

Danielle Surowiecki-Baron 

Gregorie Swilley 

Jean Joseph W. Terrible 

Michel Thelaim 

Alcide Theodate 

Michel Thony 

Carlos H. Toledo 

Verius Toutoute 

Stephanie & Juan Vargas 

Saincura Vilon 

Betty Voltaire 

Harry Voltaire 

Marie Voltaire 

Julia Williams 
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Why I Give 
By Marie Bell 

 
I am grateful for my life, for my health, and for the fact that I can put 

food on the table. There are so many that are not able to feed their 

families and God forbid they are also facing health challenges. I 

have been given much.  

  

I like to share my good fortune and help those whose situation is less 

fortunate than mine. Gratefulness and sharing will always come 

back two-fold. It is so easy to make a difference in someone's life. 

Sometimes it can be as simple as donating a thanksgiving turkey or 

ham, or donating a Christmas present to a child. Sometimes it’s 

even enough to say a kind word. 

 

This is why I give, but people are philanthropic for different reasons. 

They give in order to build better communities, for a sense of well 

being, for spiritual reasons, and/or for social justice. Being philan-

thropic is a way to connect with humanity. If we want to see better 

communities, then we need to get involved. It feels good.  Give the 

gift of giving and pay it forward.  

 

 

 

—-Marie Florence Bell is a public affairs consultant with many years 

of experience working in both the policy and political arenas. 
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Friends:  ($25 to 1,000) 

 
Nelson & Effie Adams 

Michelle Allen 

Esther Allrich 

David Altshuler 

Andy Alvarez 

Michael Andrews 

Georgina Angones 

Anonymous 

Gregory Anson 

Mario Apollon 

Carmell Armstead 

Frederick Asse-Augustin 

Barbara B. Bakar 

Sonia Ballesteros 

Eddy Baptiste 

Nusly Barahona 

Monica Barrios 

Karen Basha Egozi 

Gladys J. Baute 

Frantz Bazile, MD 

Marie  Andree Bazile 

Renee Bazile 

Gary Becker 

Pat Becker 

Auguste Beldor 

Erigene Belony 

Eddy Benoit 

Magalie M. Berrouet 

Leaman Bien-Aime 

Alberta Blecke 

Marie Bleus 

Gershwin T. Blyden, M.D. 

Jeannifer Bonnet 

Ronald Book 

 

Karla Borge 

Viviana Bovo 

Faidherbe Boyer 

Oscar Braynon 

Linda J. Britto 

Jules Cadet, M.D 

Marie R. Calandre 

Francois Calixte 

Michelle D. Carries 

Judy Carter 

Charles Casseus 

Franklin Casthely 

Robert & Daniella Cava 

Danel Cedent 

Hilda Cenecharles 

Abbey Chase 

Debra Chase 

Sandra Chèrefrère 

Gabrielle Civil 

Edeline Clermont 

James Cole 

Kirch Conze 

Morris Copeland 

Aphaly Coradin 

Vanessa Cordonero 

Ricky Cortez 

Cuban-American Bar Association 
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Friends:  ($25 to 1,000) 

 
Dade County Association of 

Fire Fighters-Charities 

Karline & Maurice Daout 

Antoine Davilma 

Leatrice T. Damus 

Phelicia Dell 

Jean-Marie Denis 

Hude Desrameux  

Jorge I. Diaz  

Virginia & Frank Dobry 

Arielle Dominique 

Herman W. Dorsett 

Roland Durant 

Jean Duret 

Audrey Edmonson 

Patricia Elizee 

Villa Emmanuel 

Joseph & Ketlyne Fanfan 

Diego Feliciano 

Deborah Ferrer 

Daniel Fils-Aime 

Carol Foster 

Rose Marie & Jacques Fran-

cois 

Susan Fried 

Martha Fugate 

Scott Galvin 

Antonia Gary 

 

Donna Ginn 

Jean Gordon 

Deborah Garcia 

Joseph Grimes 

Elizabeth Guerin 

Casta Guillaume 

Martine Guillaume 

Haitian Lawyers Association 

David Halpern 

Hands On Miami 

Malou C. Harrison 

Rose Harvey-Pratt 

Sally Heyman 

Rose Henriquez 

Kenneth Hoffman 

Leon Hudson 

Anne V. Innocent 

Jean Ernst Jean-Baptiste 

Schiller Jerome 

Cyrus Jollivette 

Barbara Jordan 

Barbara Jorge 

Marc Joseph 

Gregory Josue 

Nathalie Josue 

Rick Katz 

Morgan Keegan 

Kathie Klarreich 
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Kay Kodak 

Gerald Kogan 

Ira J. Kurzban 

Tara M. Labosky 

Sophia Lacroix 

Philippe Lafond 

Margaret Laforet 

Laurenceau Insurance 

Josephine Legros 

Jean Logan 

Mireille Louis-Charles 

Marc Lubin 

Beatrice Louissaint 

Jennifer MacCormack 

Jan Mapou 

Marie Denise Marius 

Maricel P. Marero 

Joan Marston 

Bernard Mathon 

Marie N. Mathurin 

Jean Mathurin 

Benjamin Martineau 

Cathie E.G. McCallum 

Kathleen McCormick 

Edouard McGuffie 

Mdoy & Fitzmaurice 

Jane Meyer 

Eberle J. Michel 

 

Brownwyn Miller 

Rudolph Moise 

Margaret Mompoint 

Vladimir Mompoint 

Morris Family Foundation 

Dennis Moss 

Venette Nelson 

Wilson Nereus 

Michaelle Nicolas 

Raleigh Nobles Jr. 

Nova Southeastern University 

Michael O’Rourke 

Carol Van Orsdel 

Sue Van Orsdel 

Michelle Austin Pamies 

Caroline Paul 

Marc Paull 

Maryse Penette 

Caroline Phanor 

Jean Philippeaux 

Ramona Philips 

Jean Renazile 

John Richards 

Yasmin Rivera 

Ariel Roman-Harris 

Jeffrey Rosinek 

Margaret G. Ross 

Placide Saintable 

 

Friends:  ($25 to 1,000) 
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Friends: ($25 to 1,000) 

 
Maggie Saintil 

Pierre &Dominique Saliba 

Isaac & Mimose-Salvant 

Second Harvest-Food Bank 

Ana Sejeck 

David A. Sejeck 

Roberta Shevin 

Maude Silver 

South Florida Taxicab Assoc. 

Jean E. Spinney 

Ricardo St. Cyr 

Alex St. Surin 

Marie Erlande Sterile 

Ira Sylvestre 

Stephanie Sylvestre 

The Links Inc., 

Greater Miami Chapter 

Patrick Tardieu 

Manoucheka Thermitus 

Joelle Thevenin 

Anne Thibeault 

University of Miami 

Jonel Verine 

Jean-Marc Villain 

Charles Vodicka 

Martha Welters 

Martin Zilber 
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Current Florida  

Haitian American Elected Officials 

 
 

 

Mack Bernard, Florida House of Representatives 

Philippe Bien-Aime, North Miami City Council 

Daphne Campbell, Florida House of Representatives 

Michael A. Etienne, Clerk, City of North Miami 

Al Jacquet,  City  Council of Delray Beach 

Smith Joseph, Mayor, City of North Miami 

Jean Monestime, Miami-Dade County Commission 

Frantz Pierre, City Council of North Miami Beach 

Fred Seraphin, Miami-Dade County Judge 

Victoria Siplin, County Commission, City of Orlando 

Marie Erlande Sterile, North Miami City Council 
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Former Florida  

Haitian American Elected Officials 

 
 

 

 
 

 
   
 

 

 

Ronald Brisé, Florida House of Representatives 

Phillip J. Brutus, Florida House of Representatives 

Josaphat Celestin, Mayor, City of North Miami 

Philippe Derose, North Miami Beach City Council 

Osman Desir, North Miami  City Council 

Jacques Despinosse, North Miami City Council 

Alix Desulme, Clerk, City of North Miami 

McKenzie Fleurimond, North Miami Beach City Council 

Ruben Jean, El Portal Village Council 

John Patrick Julien**, Florida House of Representatives 

Jean R. Marcellus, North Miami City Council 

 Andre Pierre, Mayor, City of North Miami 

Yolly Roberson, Florida House of Representatives 

Mariette Saintvil, Mayor, El Portal Village  

 Islande Salomon, El Portal Village Council 

Lucie Tondreau, Mayor, City of North Miami 

Laura C. Vancol, El Portal Village Council 

 

**Deceased 
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Nationally Elected  

Haitian American Officials 

Current 

 
Rodneyse Bichotte, New York State Assembly 

 

Joseph M. Champagne, Mayor Toms River New Jersey  

 

Mathieu Eugene,  New York City Council 

 

Linda Dorcena Forry, Massachusetts State Senate 

 

Charnette Frederic, City Council Irvington, NJ 

 

Lionel Jean-Baptiste, Illinois State Judge 

 

Kimberly Jean-Pierre, New York State Assembly 

 

Jean Jeudy, New Hampshire House of Representatives 

 

Harry Larosiliere, Mayor, Plano, Texas 

 

Mia Love, Member of Congress, State of Utah 

 

Karl Racine,  Attorney General, Washington DC 

 

Kwame Raoul, State Senator, Illinois 

 

Michaelle C. Solages, New York State Assembly 

 

Former Elected Officials 

 
Marie St. Fleur, Massachusetts State House 



47 

 

 

Promoting Strong Partnerships And  

Expanding Opportunities for  

the Haitian-American  

Communities of Florida   
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Toussaint Louverture Society 
Donations  made in memory  of  loved ones 

 

Marie Elette  Chery Benoit 

Paule Bazile-Georges 

Rose Danticat 

Dieuvelie Fils-Aime 

Cydane Legerme 

Suze Magny 

Marcel Morisset 

Rosa Maria Pinchinat (Jeanette)  

Warda Scott Mehu 

IN MEMORIAM 
Individuals who paved the way for Sant La’s  

Programs and breakthrough Initiatives  

 

The Unknown Pioneer 

Pierre Armand 

Herman Bovery 

Maxo Calixte 

Gerard Camphort 

Johnny Cesar 

Monsignor Darbouze 

Jean Claude Dareus 

Eddy Delmont 

Fritz Dor 

Gabriel Ducheine 

Rene Etienne 

John Farie 

Herve Florival 

Rose Henriquez 

Vayola Hercules 

Michelle Hjardemal 

Serge Holly 

 

Dr. Nsidibe Ikpe 

Philomé Jacques 

Gerard Jean Juste 

Rony Jean-Pierre 

Hebert Jules 

John Patrick Julien 

Viter Juste 

Felix Morisseau Leroy 

Dr. Lionel Lainé 

Stenio Lauriston 

Yolene Millien 

Edgar Pierre 

Paddy Poux 

Bob Simms 

Yvon St. Albin 

Jean-Claude Timmer 

Alfred Toussaint 
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HOMAGE TO JEAN MONESTIME, COMMUNITY BUILDER 

FIRST HAITIAN-AMERICAN ELECTED TO THE 

MIAMI-DADE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS IN 2010; 

RE-ELECTED IN 2014; 

ELECTED BY HIS PEERS AS CHAIR OF THE COMMISSION 

FOR A TWO-YEAR TERM ENDING IN 2017 
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Sant La’s Mission is to empower, strengthen and stabilize South Flor-

ida’s Haitian-American community. Our services are the pillars of self

-sufficiency and integration for the Haitian immigrant population.   

Key Milestones from 2000 to Present 

 Founded on December 6, 2000 and launched start-up planning 

activities. 

 Kicked-off our service on June 16, 2001. 

 Established a community resource with breakthrough perform-

ance, collaboration, accountability and transparency. 

 Recognized as  a trusted and credible voice  in articulating Hai-

tian community issues, challenges and aspirations. 

 Conducted successful advocacy for government policies/

investments in health and education that benefit the Haitian 

community. 

 Published a series of  “White Papers” about local Haitian commu-

nity issues that have augmented the body of research about 

South Florida’s Haitian community. 

 Commissioned two demographic reports about the Haitian com-

munity in Miami-Dade County from renowned research institu-

tions. 

 Produced two ground-breaking community documentation pro-

jects: Little Haiti in Pictures and Miami’s Haitian Pioneers 

 Created a  flagship weekly television talk-show, Teleskopi, which 

informs and engages the viewing audience and has aired for the 

past ten years with an over  350,000 household audience. 



 
Set up an Organizational Endowment at Miami Foundation to se-

cure our future. 

 Establish a Scholarship Fund for undocumented academically 

deserving Haitian students. 

 Launched a Community Philanthropy Campaign. 

 Organized a successful Community Agenda-Setting Conference 

in June 2014 

 Created the Sant La Leadership Fellowship Program 
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